
A
d

u
lt

 E
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 (

1
6

+)
 :

 IS
C

ED
 1

 →
IS

C
ED

 5

Doctorate

Certificate, 
3rd year 3rd

stage sec.ed./ 
Diploma sec. 

ed. 
Certificate

Certificate, 
2nd stage sec. ed.

Certificate, 
2nd stage sec. ed.

Diploma 
sec. ed. 

Certificate / 
Diploma sec. ed. 

/ Certificate, 
2nd year 3rd stage 

sec. ed. / 
Certificate, 

2nd stage sec. ed
Diploma
sec. ed.

13th

6th 

14

5

Regular primary education

5th

4th

3rd

2nd

1st 

22

18

12

18

2.5
Regular pre-primary education

Bachelor’s

60 ECTS (Year 3)

60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 1)

Certification

Between 45 ECTS 
& 90 ECTS

Master’s

Professional bachelor
(University college)

See notes on 
education system

Advanced Master’s programme

Master’s

© EducationGPS
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Associate degree 
(University college)

Fu
ll-

ti
m

e 
re

gu
la

r 
se

co
n

d
ar

y 
ed

u
ca

ti
o

n
 

–
2

n
d

 s
ta

ge
 a

n
d

 3
rd

 s
ta

ge

12th

11th

Bachelor’s

Associate 
degree

See notes on 
education system

Bachelor’s

Advanced Bachelor’s programme

Academic bachelor
(University and University college)

Full-time regular secondary education – 1st stage

Theoretical 
starting  age

60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 1)

1st year B                         7th

Preparatory course

See notes on 
education system

Certification

Certificate Certificate, 
2nd year 
3rd stage 
sec. ed.

30 ECTS (Year 1.5) 
60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 1)

60 ECTS (Year 3)

60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 1)

Bridging programme

13th

Year 1

Advanced 
secondary 
education

12th

11th

13th

12th

11th

Variable length

Varible

length

IS
C

ED
 3

IS
C

ED
 1

IS
C

ED
 2

IS
C

ED
 

0
2

0
IS

C
ED

  8
IS

C
ED

  5
IS

C
ED

  6
IS

C
ED

  7
IS

C
ED

  4

Sp
e

ci
al

 N
e

e
d

s 
Ed

u
ca

ti
o

n
 : 

IS
C

ED
 0

2
 →

IS
C

ED
 3

2nd year B                        8th

Certificate, 
2nd stage sec. ed. System of learning 

and working

Variable 
length

Certificate 
Advanced sec. ed. 

Higher education
orientation

Higher education and 
labour market orientation

Labour market
orientation

2nd year A                                                                                   8th

1st year A                                                                                     7th

10th

9th

10th

9th

10th

9th

2023
Belgium (Flemish Community)

6



Certificate of 
upper sec. ed./

7th year 
qualification 
certificate of 

vocational ed.

7th year qualification 
certificate

Vocational certificates 
(BEPSC in nursing)

6th year vocational education 
certificate/

6th year qualification certificate

Certificate of upper 
secondary education

Certificate of upper secondary 
education/

Sixth year qualification certificate

Master’s

60 ECTS (Year 2)

6th 

14/15

5th
4th
3rd
2nd
1st 

23

Belgium (French Community)

12

18-21

2 1/2

Pre-primary school

University “Haute école” and “École supérieure des arts”

Professional 
Bachelor’s

8th

7th

Differentiated lower secondary education 
(for pupils not holding the certificate of primary education)

Regular lower secondary education

Common lower secondary education 
(for pupils holding the certificate of primary education)

8th

7th

13th

Regular upper secondary education

Year 3

Year 2

Year 1

Professional 
complementary 

education

60 ECTS (Year 1)

Advanced 
Master’s

Doctorate

60 ECTS (Year 1)

60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 3)

60 ECTS (Year 1)

Upper secondary school 
teacher degree

Bachelor’s

Master’s

Primary school

60 ECTS (Year 1)

60 ECTS (Year 2)

Technical or artistic 
(qualifying)

Professional
(qualifying)

12th

11th

10th

9th

General
(transitional)

12th

11th

10th

9th

Technical or artistic 
(transitional)

© EducationGPS
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18

18

60 ECTS (Year 3)

60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 1)

Bachelor’s

60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 1)

Theoretical 
starting  age

13th

Technical  (qualifying) complementary 
or supplementary education 

60 ECTS (Year 3)60 ECTS (Year 3)

60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 1)

2023

60 ECTS (Year 3)

60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 1)

Professional  (qualifying) complementary 
or supplementary education 

12th
11th

10th

9th

12th

11th

10th

9th

Certificate of basic education 

Certificate of first 
stage studies

Certificate of first 
stage studies

60 ECTS (Year 4)

60 ECTS (Year 3) Until year 6 for the specialisations in medicine

IS
C

ED
 3

IS
C

ED
 1

IS
C

ED
 2

IS
C

ED
 0

2
0

IS
C

ED
  8

IS
C

ED
  5

IS
C

ED
  6

IS
C

ED
  7

IS
C

ED
  4

Sp
e

ci
al

N
e

e
d

s
Ed

u
ca

ti
o

n
: 

IS
C

ED
 0

 →
IS

C
ED

 3

A
d

u
lt

Ed
u

ca
ti

o
n

(1
8

+)
 : 

IS
C

ED
 1

 →
IS

C
ED

 7

Year 4
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Certificate 
depending on 
student’s path

Certificate 
of lower 

secondary 
education

Certificate of upper 
secondary education/

Sixth year
qualification 

certificate

6th year 
vocational 
education 
certificate/

6th year 
qualification 

certificate

Certificate of 
lower secondary 

education

Certificate of 
lower secondary 

education

Certificate of 
lower secondary 

education

2nd year vocational 8th

Bachelor’s

60 ECTS (Year 4)

“Brevet” in nursing

Year 3.5

Part-time 
vocational 
education

A
d

u
lt

 E
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 (

1
6

+)
 :

 IS
C

ED
 1

 →
IS

C
ED

 5

Certificate of 
upper 

secondary 
education

Certificate of 
apprenticeship

Certificate of 
upper 

secondary 
education

Certificate of 
upper sec. ed./

7th year 
qualification 
certificate of 

vocational ed.

14

5

6th 

Regular primary education

5th

4th

3rd

2nd

1st 

18

12

3

2nd year of the first stage                                                                      8th

Professional bachelor
(Autonome Hochschule

Ostbelgien)
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Full-time regular secondary education - 2nd stage and 3rd stage

10th

Vocational secondary education 

9th

General secondary 
education (transitional)

University or higher education
in other Communities in 

Belgium

Full-time regular secondary education – 1st stage

Theoretical 
starting  age

9th

Technical secondary 
education (qualifying) 

9th

Technical secondary 
education (transitional) 

1st year A                                                                                                7th 1st year B 7th

Regular pre-primary education

12th

11th

10th

12th

11th

10th

12th

11th

10th

IS
C

ED
 3

IS
C

ED
 1

IS
C

ED
 2

IS
C

ED
 

0
2

0
IS

C
ED

  8
IS

C
ED

  5
IS

C
ED

  6
IS

C
ED

  7
IS

C
ED

  4

Sp
e

ci
al

 N
e

e
d

s 
Ed

u
ca

ti
o

n
 : 

IS
C

ED
 0

 →
IS

C
ED

 3

9th

Year 3

Year 2

Year 1

Apprenticeship

13th

12th

11th

Year 3

Year 2

Year 1

Complementary 
vocational 
education

60 ECTS (Year 1)

60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 3)

Master 
craftsperson 
programme

Year 3

Year 2

Year 1

Dual Degree: 
professional bachelor 
+ master craftsperson 

programme

60 ECTS (Year 1)

60 ECTS (Year 2)

60 ECTS (Year 3)

Bachelor’s 
and 

Certificate of 
Master 

craftsperson

Certificate of 
Master 

craftsperson

21

18-21

Certificate of basic education 

Belgium (German-speaking Community)
2023
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Key

Typical student flow

Transfer from a program to another

May be provided within one school structure

Program designed for part-time attendance

Vocational/Professional orientation
(according to national definition at the tertiary level)

Single structure education (integrated ISCED levels) 

Starting/ending age of compulsory education

Diploma Name of diploma, degree or certificate

Recognized exit point of the education system

Transfer at crossing lines is not possible

2023 Reference year (school year 2022/2023  in the northern
hemisphere)

* Theoretical starting ages refer to the ages as established by law and regulation for the entry to a 
programme, actual starting ages may vary depending on the programme.

Program can be offered via dual as well as non-dual learning

ECTS          European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System

Ending age of compulsory training

NQF L National Qualification Framework - Level

English
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