
Sp
e

ci
al

 n
e

e
d

s
e

d
u

ca
ti

o
n

10th10th

9th9th

8th8th

7th7th

6th6th

5th

16

Primary school

25

Theoretical
starting age

19

Germany

10

19

3
Kindergarten

Hauptschule

Year 1

Basic vocational
training 

programme

RealschuleGymnasium

15/16

6

A
d

u
lt

 e
d

u
ca

ti
o

n
 in

cl
. e

ve
n

in
g 

sc
h

o
o

ls

vocational school
(full-time)

10th10th

Year 3Year 3

9th9th

8th8th

7th7th

6th6th

5th

Créches, Day Nurseries
0

University University of applied
sciences/Vocational academy

Bachelor’s, 
FH diploma
Bachelor’s, 
FH diploma

Master’sMaster’s

Year 4 Year 4 
Year 3 Year 3 

Year 2 Year 2 
Year 1 Year 1 

University diploma, 
state examination, 

Magister 

University diploma, 
state examination, 

Magister 

Year 2

Basic 
vocational skills

Basic 
vocational skillsYear 3Year 3

Year 2Year 2

Dual System
(first cycle)

Year 1

Occupational 
qualification
Occupational 
qualification

Vocational
grammar school

13th13th

12th12th

11th11th

General higher 
education 
entrance 

qualification

General higher 
education 
entrance 

qualification

Year 3Year 3

Dual system 
(second cycle)

Year 2Year 2

Year 1Year 1

Occupational
qualification
Occupational
qualification

Higher education
entrance 

qualifications

Higher education
entrance 

qualifications

21-23

Master’sMaster’s

Year 2

Bachelor’sBachelor’s

Year 4 Year 4 
Year 3 Year 3 

Year 2 Year 2 

Year 1 Year 1 

© EducationGPS

2023

Occupational 
qualification
Occupational 
qualification

Year 5
Year 4
Year 3
Year 2
Year 1

Year 1 Year 1

DoctorateDoctorate

Year 5Year 5

Year 4Year 4
Year 3Year 3
Year 2Year 2

Year 1Year 1

Year 2Year 2

Year 1

10th10th
9th9th

8th8th

7th7th

6th6th

5th

Schools with several
educational programmes

4th4th

3rd3rd

2nd2nd
1st 1st 

10th10th
9th9th

8th8th

7th7th

6th6th

5th

Day care centre

12th12th
13th13th
12th12th

11th11th11th11th

10th10th

General higher
education
entrance 

qualification

General higher
education
entrance 

qualification

IS
C

ED
 3

IS
C

ED
 1

IS
C

ED
 2

IS
C

ED
 0

2
0

IS
C

ED
  8

IS
C

ED
  5

IS
C

ED
  6

IS
C

ED
  7

IS
C

ED
  4

IS
C

ED
  4

IS
C

ED
  0

1
0

Advanced Vocational
Training Programmes

Year 3Year 3

Year 2Year 2

Year 1Year 1

Year 2Year 2

Year 1Year 1

Chambers 
qualification

Chambers 
qualification

Trade and technical
school/academy

Certificate of trade and 
technical school

Certificate of trade and 
technical school

Year 3Year 3

Year 2 Year 2 

Year 1Year 1

Year 2Year 2

Year 1Year 1

Year 3Year 3

Health and
social sector
programmes

Year 2Year 2

Year 1Year 1

Occupational
qualification
Occupational
qualification

18

Year 2Year 2

Year 1Year 1

Vocational high school

Upper secondary 
education (general) 
at general schools

13th13th
12th12th

11th11th

General higher
education
entrance 

qualification

General higher
education
entrance 

qualification

General higher
education
entrance 

qualification

General higher
education
entrance 

qualification

Second 
language 

requirement 
fulfilled

Work experience (5 years)

Work experience

Specialised upper
secondary school

Entrance qualification for 
universities of applied

sciences

Entrance qualification for 
universities of applied

sciences

Year 2Year 2

Year 1Year 111th11th

12th12th



Key

Typical student flow

Transfer from a program to another

May be provided within one school structure

Program designed for part-time attendance

Vocational/Professional orientation
(according to national definition at the tertiary level)

Single structure education (integrated ISCED levels) 

Starting/ending age of compulsory education

DiplomaDiploma Name of diploma, degree or certificate

Recognized exit point of the education system

Transfer at crossing lines is not possible

2023 Reference year (school year 2022/2023  in the northern
hemisphere)

* Theoretical starting ages refer to the ages as established by law and regulation for the entry to a 
programme, actual starting ages may vary depending on the programme.

Program can be offered via dual as well as non-dual learning

ECTS          European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System

Ending age of compulsory training

NQF L National Qualification Framework - Level

English


