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2 1/2 

Pre-primary school 

University 
« Haute école » and arts college 

Professional 
Bachelor’s 

8th 

7th 

Differentiated lower secondary education  
(for pupils not holding the certificate of primary education) 

Regular lower secondary education 

Common lower secondary education  
(for pupils holding the certificate of primary education) 

8th 

7th 

13th 

Regular upper secondary education 

13th Year 1 

Year 2 

Year 3 

Professional 
complementary 

education 

Year  1 

Complementary 
Master’s 

Bachelor’s 

Doctorate 

Year 1 

Year 2 

Year 3 

Year  1 

Upper secondary school 
teacher degree 

Bachelor’s 

Year  1 

Year  2 

Year  3 

Master’s 

Year  2 

Year  1 

Master’s 

Year 3 

Year 2 

Year 1 

Primary school 

Year 1 

Year 2 

12th 
11th 

10th 

9th 

Technical or artistic 
(qualifying; full or part-time) 

12th 

11th 

10th 

9th 

Professional 
(full or part-time) 

12th 

11th 

10th 

9th 

General 

12th 

11th 

10th 

9th 

Technical or artistic 
(transitional) 
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Year 1 
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Theoretical 
starting  age 

Medicine or veterinary 

Professional/ technical  (qualifying) 
complementary or supplementary education  

Year 3 Year 3 

Year 2 

Year 1 
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Regular primary education 
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 3 

Regular pre-primary education 

8th 

 A                                                                                                                   7th 

Professional 
Bachelor’s 

Year 3 

Year 2 

Year 1 

Certification 

Bridging programme 

Year 1 

Master’s 

Year 2 

University college only 

Year 1 

Advanced Master’s 
programme 

Advanced 
Master’s 

Doctorate 
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Pre-vocational                8th 

7th 

16 

Associate degree 
(HBO5) 

Year 1-1.5 

13th 13th 

Regular secondary education - 2nd stage and 3rd stage 

11th 

10th 

9th 

Vocational secondary 
education (BSO) 

12th 

11th 

10th 

9th 

General secondary 
education (ASO) 

12th 

11th 

10th 

9th 

Technical secondary 
education  (TSO)  

10th 

9th 

Arts secondary 
education (KSO)  

Year 2 

Year 1 

Dual vocational 
education 

13th 

12th 

11th 

Year 1 

4th stage 
BSO 

Academic 
Bachelor’s 

Associate 
degree 

Year 1 

Advanced 
Bachelor’s 

Advanced Bachelor’s programme 

University and University college 

Year 3 

Year 2 

Year 1 

Regular secondary education – 1st stage 

Year 1 

Advanced 
secondary 
education 

Year 1 

Advanced 
secondary 
education 
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Theoretical 
starting  age 

Year 1 

12th 

11th 

Year 3 

Year 2 

Year 1 


